
RACE 
INTO YOUR

CAREER
BRINGING DREAMS TO LIFE WITH  

RACING QUEENSLAND AND YOU SCHOOL!
Studying while at school through the VET in Schools (VETiS)  

program allows some students to undertake nationally recognised 
vocational education and training (VET) qualifications while they are still 
at school it is the perfect stepping stone for any young person enrolled in 
senior secondary who wish to obtain a career within the Racing Industry

racingqueensland.com.au
RTO 31452



DO YOU LOVE HORSES?
Turn your passion into your career  
while still at school!

VETiS provides students with practical experience and better 
employability outcomes and assists with developing and improving 
their skills.

Not only does VETiS training relate directly to work, students earn 
points towards their Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) 
and after successful completion they walk away with a nationally 
recognised qualification and ready to seek employment in the racing 
industry.

The Australian Thoroughbred Industry, by any measure, is a world 
leader. Australia is the second largest in the world, employing 
around 75,000 people in full time equivalent employment across a 
diverse range of occupations. 

Australia has more racecourses than any other country in the world 
and the second-largest number of racehorse starters behind the 
USA.

RQ’s speciality is the delivery of training for traditional Racing 
Industries areas. With expertise developed over more than 13 years 
of operation, RQ is a leader in providing industry-driven training to 
students. RQ’s goal is to provide training that meets the evolving 
skills needs of Australian Racing, its allied 
industry and employers.

The beauty of the racing industry is that 
you can work directly with the horses and 
be totally hands on or be part of the many 
associated participants and business that 
keep this thrilling industry alive. Whichever path you choose 
a career in the racing industry can be fascinating, rewarding 
and very exciting.

A career in the Thoroughbred racing industry can take you 
on a global adventure! 

Ask us about  
our funding 

options!
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OUR PROGRAM
Your career in racing begins with RQ and your 
School and can take you around the world!

We can offer Government funding for the following qualifications for 
students still at school:

•	 Certificate II in Racing Industry – VETIS & 
School-Based Traineeship

•	 Certificate III in Racing (Stablehand) – 
School-Based Traineeship

•	 Certificate III in Racing (Trackwork Rider) – 
School-Based Traineeship

CERTIFICATE II IN RACING INDUSTRY - RGR20221

Certificate II in Racing is a qualification that is designed for 
individuals who are interested in pursuing a career in the racing 
industry, specifically in the area of equine education. This 
qualification provides individuals with the necessary skills and 
knowledge to work effectively in a stable environment, caring for 
horses and supporting the day-to-day operations of a racing or 
breeding stable.

The Certificate II in Racing is typically offered as a School-Based 
Traineeship course, and it is delivered through a combination of 
classroom-based instruction, practical training, and work placement. 
The course covers a range of topics related to the racing industry, 
including horse anatomy and physiology, equine behaviour, and 
handling, trackwork, nutrition and feeding, and communication and 
leadership skills.

Upon completion of the Certificate II in Racing, individuals may be 
able to seek employment as a stablehand, stud hand, or assistant 
trainer with a racing or breeding stable. This qualification may 
also provide a pathway to further study in equine management or 
related fields.
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THE BENEFITS OF A VOCATIONAL PATHWAY AT  
RACING QUEENSLAND INCLUDE:

•	 Learn from teachers who are experts in their industry, ensuring 
the skills you learn are up-to-date and meet the needs of 
employers

•	 Specialist Jockey educators, coaches and mentors who have a 
lifetime of experience both in Australia and overseas

•	 A practical training environment where you will enjoy a good 
mixture of theory and practice

•	 One on one training, ensuring you receive support and guidance 
throughout your studies

•	 Well-designed workshops and training facilities
•	 A great range of study pathways

PATHWAYS INTO  
RACING CAREERS 
CERTIFICATE III IN RACING (STABLEHAND) - RGR30218

CERTIFICATE III IN RACING (TRACKWORK RIDER) - RGR30518

EDUCATION AT RQ
RQ’s highly experienced, industry-current teachers use various 
assessment techniques to gauge student progress while considering 
each student’s individual learning style. Assessing students is 
done formally, through subject-based assignments and written 
assessments, through flexible on-the-job training options, including 
school-based, part-time or full-time apprenticeships, traineeships, or 
learning while still at school.

We understand employers need options and flexibility in their 
employees’ training, so we can offer a tailored training package for 
you.

Make your experience work for you – get recognition towards a 
nationally recognised qualification and take your career to the next 
level!
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ARE YOU 
ELIGIBLE? 
If you are 15 years of age or over 
and seeking employment in the 
Queensland racing industry.

No previous horse 
experience is 

necessary!

HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS PROGRAM
Participants will immerse themselves in the many facets of the 
equine racing industry through site visits, incursions, excursions 
and work experience. The Horse Racing Immersion Program 
will connect young people with employers and race clubs for 
managed work experience, placements and ultimately a school-
based apprenticeship or traineeship in your chosen field, all whilst 
completing high school.
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VETiS FUNDING  
AND ELIGIBILITY
Eligible students can enrol and have their 
VETiS qualification funded through the VET 
Investment budget offered by the Queensland 
Government.

For more information please visit the Department of Employment, 
Small Business and Training website: 
https://desbt.qld.gov.au/training/training-careers/incentives/vetis

To be eligible students must:

•	 Be over 15 years of age

•	 Be undertaking year 10, 11 or 12 within a Queensland school

•	 Be an Australian citizen, New Zealand citizen, Australian 
permanent resident (includes humanitarian entrant) or hold 
temporary resident status with the necessary visa and work 
permits on the pathway to permanent residency

•	 Be a permanent Queensland resident

•	 Not have enrolled in or completed another qualification funded 
by VETiS through the VET Investment program
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The Thoroughbred Racing Industry plays an integral role in the 
sporting life, cultural traditions and the economy of Australia.

FUTURE 
GROWTH
Very strong; one of 
QLD’s most secure 
and stable industries

JOB  
PROSPECTS
Racing industry is 
one of Australia’s 
biggest employers. 
Opportunities to work 
around Australia and 
overseas

LEARN FROM 
THE BEST
Industry experienced 
trainers and 
assessors eager 
to share their 
knowledge

128 RACING 
CLUBS
117 thoroughbred,  
5 harness and  
6 greyhound clubs

QLD INDUSTRY PROFILE
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	     (07) 3869 9781 

	   training@racingqueensland.com.au 

	    PO Box 63 Sandgate, QLD 4017

RTO 31452
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8  Far North Queensland

7  North West Queensland

6  Leichhardt

5  Central West

4  Capricornia

3  Downs

2  Eastern Downs

1  South East Queensland

Districts

TRACK 
LOCATIONS

Greyhound & Throughbred
(TAB)

Greyhound, Harness 
& Thoroughbred (TAB)

Harness & Thoroughbred
(TAB)

Legend

Thoroughbred (NON-TAB)

Thoroughbred (TAB)

Note: Some NON-TAB clubs occasionally 
hold TAB race meets.

Greyhound (TAB) 
& Thoroughbred (NON-TAB)

READY TO BEGIN YOUR 
CAREER IN RACING?

Find out more...

Contact us today 
to chat about your 

dream career! 
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Mode of Delivery 

Delivery will mainly be: 
• Face to face 
• Blended  
• On-the-job at designated employer 

What you’ll pay 

• Full fee for service: $2500  

Funding sources 

• VETiS 

How can I pay for this course? 

Racing Queensland has several payment methods available to you to pay your 
student fees, including: 
 

• Credit Card 
• Direct Deposit 
• Payment plans 

Start Dates 

• Rolling intakes 
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How to Apply 

 
Step 1 Please Submit your expression of interest form (EOI), by clicking here!  
 
Step 2 Interview/ Audition – Work experience  
A pre-training review is used to determine why you have chosen to do this course 
and how it meets your aspirations and interests. It also helps us to understand your 
competency levels and digital skills to assist us to tailor your training plan. 
 
The Pre-Training Review also helps to identify skills recognition and credit 
transfers when applying for a new course. 
 
The Pre-Training Review can be completed during your enrolment appointment 
with an Education and Course Advisor. 
 
Step 3 Complete and submit the enrolment form. 
To avoid delays in admission processing, submit a complete set of supporting 
documents: 

• Colour copy of your Drivers Licence (front and back) 
• Certified copies of academic transcripts (if applicable). 
• Any other information or documents that are specified in the usual course 

entry requirements (this may involve a recent portfolio of your work, an 
audition, resume) 

Step 4 Payment  
Your enrolment is not confirmed until: 
 

• Payment is made, 
or  

• The AASN completes an induction with the employee and the 
trainee/apprentice as part of the signing up process for the training 
contract. 

 
 
 

LAUNCH YOUR CAREER TODAY! 
Phone: +61 (07) 3249 4111 
Website: www.racingqueensland.com.au 
E-mail: training@racingqueensland.com.au 
Brisbane Campus PO Box 63, Sandgate, QLD 4017 
RTO No. 31452 

 

Disclaimer: 

All the information was true and accurate at the time of publication. However, Racing Queensland 

policies, tuition fees and course contents are subject to change without notice.  

https://www.racingqueensland.com.au/careers-training/rto-qualifications/expression-of-interest
https://www.racingqueensland.com.au/careers-training/rto-qualifications
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What is the award wage for a stablehand?  
 
As guideline, please refer to:  

• Horse and Greyhound Training Award [MA000008] 

  
What day a week will this be on? How many hours?  
 
Monday and/or Tuesday - Approximately School hours 
 
How is this VETiS course delivered? Eg, Off campus once a week? In school 
weekly? 
 
Blended delivery: 

• Online 
• Through Teams 
• Face to face 

 
What does “Minor” refer to on the stablehand application? 

A minor is anybody under 18 years of age, they are required to have the minor 
consent section of the application completed by their guardian, and the Statutory 
Declaration has to be signed with their guardian in the presence of a JP or Com Dec. 

What are the details of a “supporting letter” mentioned on the stablehand 
application from Queensland Racing Integrity (QRIC)?  

The supporting letter is normally from the horse trainer they are being employed by, 
if they are not being placed with a trainer, QRIC can process the application without 
this letter. 

Can you please let me know if our students would need to be attending AITC in 
order to undertake the Equine Industry QuickStart program or a traineeship? 

No, they will not be attending AITC the course will be delivered by RQ through the 
student’s school. 

Could you please provide more information about how this course is delivered? 
What days, times, duration? 

• School hours during block (face to face) or online through teams 
• 12-month course (terms) 
• Recommended days: Mondays or Tuesdays 
• Recommended times: 9:30 am until approximately 1:00 pm 

Where is it delivered? Sandgate? 

Deagon or online / Practicals will be conducted in stables or stud farm. 

Can the students and their parents come for a tour of the facilities? 

There is no doubt that they can. Students, parents, and school representatives are 
invited to attend. 
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How long does it take to complete the course? 

12 months (4 Terms) 

Can any of our senior student, who meet your criteria enrol for this qualification? 

They can start in term 3 and complete in term 4 the following year or enrol in the 
Certificate III in Racing (Stablehand) Traineeship or School-Based, funded by User 
Choice.  

Is the classroom instruction delivered via a provider or is it all online and the 
student must self-manage?  

• Through Racing Queensland Educators/ Racing Queensland Mentors  
• Face to Face at Deagon Campus  
• Regional students block training supported online. 

Is there a registration procedure the student must go through before signing 
up? 
 
Step 1 Please Submit your expression of interest form (EOI), by clicking here! 
 
Step 2 Interview/ Audition – Work experience  
A pre-training review is used to determine why you have chosen to do this course 
and how it meets your aspirations and interests. It also helps us to understand your 
competency levels and digital skills to assist us to tailor your training plan. 
 
The Pre-Training Review also helps to identify skills recognition and credit 
transfers when applying for a new course. 
 
The Pre-Training Review can be completed during your enrolment appointment 
with an Education and Course Advisor. 
 
Step 3 Complete and submit the enrolment form. 
To avoid delays in admission processing, submit a complete set of supporting 
documents: 

• Colour copy of your Drivers Licence (front and back) 
• Certified copies of academic transcripts (if applicable). 
• Any other information or documents that are specified in the usual course 

entry requirements (this may involve a recent portfolio of your work, an 
audition, resume) 

Step 4 Payment  
Your enrolment is not confirmed until: 
 

• Payment is made, 
or  

• The AASN completes an induction with the employee and the 
trainee/apprentice as part of the signing up process for the training 
contract. 

 

https://www.racingqueensland.com.au/careers-training/rto-qualifications/expression-of-interest
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Is there a qualification that would be appropriate for a student who has been 
offered a school-based traineeship with a horse stud? 

Yes, it is.  

Is the training just Gold Coast based? 
 
No, isn’t based just at Gold Coast. The training is based at Deagon or online. 
Practicals will be conducted in stables or stud farm. 
  
Where are the School Based Traineeships based and Certificates as our students 
are in Elanora?  

Deagon or online / Practicals will be conducted in stables or stud farm; closest 
racecourse to Elanora is Gold Coast Turf Club.  

Where are the School Based Traineeships based and Certificates as our students 
are in Cairns?  

Deagon or online / Practicals will be conducted in stables or stud farm; racecourse 
at Cairns is Cairns Jockey Club 

 
What is the process for obtaining work experience for our students in the race 
industry?  

Please Submit your expression of interest form (EOI), by clicking here! 

What level of experience is required? 

This program does not require any prior horse experience. 

A year 12 student who is interested in finding out:  What are the opportunities 
for school-based traineeships and/or further training offered through Racing 
Queensland?  

• Trackwork rider 
• Stablehand 
• Jockey 
• Sports turf management 
• Cadet steward 

I've already used my VETiS funding. I was wondering how much the course 
would cost. 
 
An alternative option is the Certificate III in Racing (Stablehand) Traineeship or 
School-Based, funded by User Choice. In either case, the full amount for fee for 
service will be $2500.   
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.racingqueensland.com.au/careers-training/rto-qualifications/expression-of-interest
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I am currently 17 years old in year 12. I have riding experience (competing my 
OTTB in eventing and show jumping).  I'm still a bit unsure on what exactly the 
job entails so if you would be able to provide some more information that would 
be great. I am happy to be a stable hand however I would prefer to be a 
trackworker. 
 
An alternative option is the Certificate III in Racing (Trackwork Rider) Traineeship or 
School-Based, funded by User Choice. In either case, the full amount for fee for 
service will be $2800.   
 
Who pays any co-contribution fees (or shortfalls)? 
 
VETiS funded by the VET investment budget is fee-free for students. Subsidies 
paid to SAS for VETiS delivery are detailed in the Priority Skills List 
 
VET qualifications can be undertaken in Years 10, 11 and 12 and may provide credit 
towards the Queensland Certificate of Education. 
 
Vocational placements 
 
Vocational placement provides students with the opportunity to receive practical 
on-the-job training and experience as an assessable part of their vocational 
education and training course. 
 
What is VETiS? 
 
Vocational Education and Training in Schools (VETiS) is a program that enables 
students to gain nationally recognised qualifications while at school. Students learn 
skills and knowledge required for specific industries. 
 
VETiS can be undertaken in years 10, 11 and 12, and can count towards the 
Queensland Certificate of Education. 
 
VET can also be undertaken while a young person is still enrolled at school through 
a school-based apprenticeship or traineeship (SAT). 
 
Benefits of participating in VET include (but are not limited to): 
 

• obtaining practical experience from work 
• gaining familiarity on how workplaces operate 
• developing employability skills 
• developing and improving interpersonal skills 
• allowing students to explore the potential career path they would like to 

pursue. 

Can school leavers access subsidised training if they have done VETiS? 
 
The Queensland Government is committed to providing young people with the 
skills they need to successfully transition from school to work. 
 
Students who complete a VETiS qualification at school, even at certificate III or 
higher, are still eligible to access further Queensland Government subsidised 
training post-school, such as Fee Free TAFE and Certificate 3 Guarantee. 
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How the QCE works 
 
To receive a QCE, you must achieve the set amount of learning, at the set 
standard, in a set pattern, while meeting literacy and numeracy requirements. You 
are also required to have a learning account and achieve at least 1 credit of Core 
learning while enrolled in a Queensland school. 
 
Set pattern. 
 
12 credits from completed Core courses of study and 8 credits from any 
combination of: 
Core courses of study 
At least 12 credits must come from completed Core courses of study. Partially 
completed Core courses may accrue credit however do not contribute 
to completed Core credits. Credits accrue when the set standard is met. 
 

Course QCE credits per course 
QCAA General subjects and Applied subjects up to 4 
QCAA General Extension subjects up to 2 
QCAA General Senior External Examination subjects 4 
Certificate II qualifications up to 4 
Certificate III and IV qualifications (includes traineeships) up to 8 
School-based apprenticeships up to 6 
* For more information, Click here!  

https://myqce.qcaa.qld.edu.au/your-qce-pathway/about-the-qce
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