Music
General senior subject

Music is a unique art form that uses sound
and silence as a means of personal
expression. It allows for the expression of
the intellect, imagination and emotion and
the exploration of values. Music occupies a
significant place in everyday life of all
cultures and societies, serving social,
cultural, celebratory, political and
educational roles.

The study of music combines the
development of cognitive, psychomotor and
affective domains through making and
responding to music. The development of
musicianship through making (composition
and performance) and responding
(musicology) is at the centre of the study of
music.

Through composition, students use music
elements and concepts, applying their
knowledge and understanding of
compositional devices to create new music
works. Students resolve music ideas to
convey meaning and/or emotion to an
audience.

Through performance, students sing and
play music, demonstrating their practical
music skills through refining solo and/or
ensemble performances. Students realise
music ideas through the demonstration and
interpretation of music elements and
concepts to convey meaning and/or emotion
to an audience.

In musicology, students analyse the use of
music elements and concepts in a variety of
contexts, styles and genres. They evaluate
music through the synthesis of analytical
information to justify a viewpoint.

In an age of change, Music has the means
to prepare students for a future of
unimagined possibilities; in Music, students
develop highly transferable skills and the
capacity for flexible thinking and doing.
Literacy in Music is an essential skill for both
musician and audience, and learning in
Music prepares students to engage in a
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multimodal world. The study of Music
provides students with opportunities for
intellectual and personal growth, and to
make a contribution to the culture of their
community. Students develop the capacity
for working independently and
collaboratively, reflecting authentic practices
of music performers, composers and
audiences.

Pathways

A course of study in Music can establish a
basis for further education and employment
in the field of music, and more broadly, in
creative industries, cultural institutions,
administration and management, health,
communications, education, public relations,
research, science and technology. As more
organisations value work-related creativity
and diversity, the processes and practices of
Music develop 21st century skills essential
for many areas of employment. Specifically,
the study of Music helps students develop
creative and critical thinking, collaboration
and communication skills, personal and
social skills, and digital literacy — all of
which is sought after in modern workplaces.

Objectives

By the conclusion of the course of study,
students will:

e demonstrate technical skills

e use music elements and concepts

e analyse music

e apply compositional devices

o apply literacy skills

¢ interpret music elements and concepts
e evaluate music

e realise music ideas

e resolve music ideas.



Structure

Unit 1

Designs

Through inquiry
learning, the following is
explored:

How does the treatment
and combination of
different music
elements enable
musicians to design
music that
communicates meaning
through performance
and composition?

Unit 2

Identities

Through inquiry
learning, the following is
explored:

How do musicians use
their understanding of
music elements,
concepts and practices
to communicate
cultural, political, social
and personal identities
when performing,
composing and
responding to music?

Unit 3

Innovations

Through inquiry
learning, the following is
explored:

How do musicians
incorporate innovative
music practices to
communicate meaning
when performing and
composing?

Unit 4

Narratives

Through inquiry
learning, the following is
explored:

How do musicians
manipulate music
elements to
communicate narrative
when performing,
composing and
responding to music?

Assessment

Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.

In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the
assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive
an overall subject result (A—E).

Summative assessments

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 20%
¢ Performance
Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 20%
o Composition

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3):

¢ Project

35%

Summative external assessment (EA): 25%

o Examination — extended response
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