Music in Practice
Applied senior subject

The arts are woven into the fabric of
community. They have the capacity to
engage and inspire students, enriching their
lives, stimulating curiosity and imagination,
and encouraging them to reach their creative
and expressive potential. Arts subjects
provide opportunities for students to learn
problem-solving processes, design and
create art, and use multiple literacies to
communicate intention with diverse
audiences.

Music is a unique aural art form that uses
sound and silence as a means of personal
expression. It is a powerful medium because
it affects a wide range of human activities,
including personal, social, cultural and
entertainment pursuits. Making music,
becoming part of music and arts
communities, and interacting with practising
musicians and artists nurtures students’
creative thinking and problem-solving skills
as they follow processes from conception to
realisation and express music ideas of
personal significance. The discipline and
commitment required in music-making
provides students with opportunities for
personal growth and development of lifelong
learning skills. Learning is connected to
relevant industry practice and opportunities,
promoting future employment and preparing
students as agile, competent, innovative and
safe workers, who can work collaboratively
to solve problems and complete project-
based work in various contexts.

In Music in Practice, students are involved in
making (composing and performing) and
responding by exploring and engaging with
music practices in class, school and the
community. They gain practical, technical
and listening skills and make choices to
communicate through their music. Through
music activities, students have opportunities
to engage individually and in groups to
express music ideas that serve purposes
and contexts. This fosters creativity, helps
students develop problem-solving skills, and

Applied

heightens their imaginative, emotional,
aesthetic, analytical and reflective
experiences.

Students learn about workplace health and
safety issues relevant to the music industry
and effective work practices that foster a
positive work ethic, the ability to work as part
of a team, and project management skills.
They are exposed to authentic music
practices that reflect the real-world practices
of composers, performers, and audiences.
They learn to view the world from different
perspectives, experiment with different ways
of sharing ideas and feelings, gain
confidence and self-esteem, and contribute
to the social and cultural lives of their school
and local community.

Pathways

A course of study in Music in Practice can
establish a basis for further education and
employment in areas such as performance,
critical listening, music management and
music promotions.

Objectives

By the conclusion of the course of study,
students should:

e use music practices
e plan music works
e communicate ideas

e evaluate music works.



Structure

Music in Practice is a four-unit course of study. This syllabus contains four QCAA-developed
units as options for schools to combine in any order to develop their course of study.

Unit option Unit title

Unit option A Music of today

Unit option B The cutting edge

Unit option C Building your brand

Unit option D ‘Live’ on stage!
Assessment

Students complete two assessment tasks for each unit. The assessment techniques used in
Music in Practice are:

Technique Description Response requirements
Composition Students use music Composition
technology and production Composition: up to 3 minutes, or equivalent
techniques to make a section of a larger work
composition relevant to the
unit focus.
Performance Students perform music that | Performance
is relevant to the unit focus. ' performance (live or recorded): up to 4 minutes
Project Students plan, make and Composition

evaluate a composition or
performance relevant to the
unit focus.

Composition: up to 3 minutes, or equivalent
section of a larger work

OR

Performance
Performance (live or recorded): up to 4 minutes

AND

Planning and evaluation of composition or performance
One of the following:

o Multimodal (at least two modes delivered at the
same time): up to 5 minutes, 8 A4 pages, or
equivalent digital media

o Written: up to 600 words
e Spoken: up to 4 minutes, or signed equivalent
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