Drama in Practice
Applied senior subject

The arts are woven into the fabric of
community. They have the capacity to
engage and inspire students, enriching their
lives, stimulating curiosity and imagination,
and encouraging them to reach their creative
and expressive potential. Arts subjects
provide opportunities for students to learn
problem-solving processes, design and
create art, and use multiple literacies to
communicate intention with diverse
audiences.

Drama exists wherever people present their
experiences, ideas and feelings through
re-enacted stories. From ancient origins in
ritual and ceremony to contemporary live
and mediated presentation in formal and
informal theatre spaces, drama gives
expression to our sense of self, our desires,
our relationships and our aspirations.
Whether the purpose is to entertain,
celebrate or educate, engaging in drama
enables students to experience, reflect on,
communicate and appreciate different
perspectives of themselves, others and the
world they live in.

Drama in Practice gives students
opportunities to make and respond to drama
by planning, creating, adapting, producing,
performing, interpreting and evaluating a
range of drama works or events in a variety
of settings. A key focus of this syllabus is
engaging with school and/or local
community contexts and, where possible,
interacting with practising artists. Learning is
connected to relevant industry practice and
opportunities, promoting future employment
and preparing students as agile, competent,
innovative and safe workers, who can work
collaboratively to solve problems and
complete project-based work in various
contexts.

As students gain practical experience in a
number of onstage and offstage roles, they
recognise the role drama plays and value
the contribution it makes to the social and

Applied

cultural lives of local, national and
international communities.

Students participate in learning experiences
in which they apply knowledge and develop
creative and technical skills in
communicating ideas and intention to an
audience. They also learn essential
workplace health and safety procedures
relevant to the drama and theatre industry,
as well as effective work practices and
industry skills needed by a drama
practitioner. Individually and in groups,
where possible, they shape and express
dramatic ideas of personal and social
significance that serve particular purposes
and contexts. They identify and follow
creative and technical processes from
conception to realisation, which foster
cooperation and creativity, and help students
to develop problem-solving skills and gain
confidence and resilience.

Pathways

A course of study in Drama in Practice can
establish a basis for further education and
employment in the drama and theatre
industry in areas such as performance,
theatre management and promotions.

Objectives

By the conclusion of the course of study,
students should:

e use drama practices
e plan drama works
e communicate ideas

e evaluate drama works.



Structure

Drama in Practice is a four-unit course of study. This syllabus contains four QCAA-developed
units as options for schools to combine in any order to develop their course of study.

Unit option Unit title

Unit option A Collaboration

Unit option B Community

Unit option C Contemporary

Unit option D Commentary
Assessment

Students complete two assessment tasks for each unit. The assessment techniques used in
Drama in Practice are:

Technigue

Devising project

Description

Students plan, devise and
evaluate a scene for a
focus of the unit.

Response requirements

Devised scene
Up to 4 minutes (rehearsed)

Planning and evaluation of devised scene
One of the following:

o Multimodal (at least two modes delivered at the
same time): up to 5 minutes, 8 A4 pages, or
equivalent digital media

o Written: up to 600 words
e Spoken: up to 4 minutes, or signed equivalent

Directorial project

Students plan, make and
evaluate a director’s brief for
an excerpt of a published
script for the focus of the
unit.

Director’s brief

Multimodal (at least two modes delivered at the
same time): up to 5 minutes, 8 A4 pages, or
equivalent digital media

Planning and evaluation of the director’s brief
One of the following:

o Multimodal (at least two modes delivered at the
same time): up to 5 minutes, 8 A4 pages, or
equivalent digital media

o Written: up to 600 words
e Spoken: up to 4 minutes, or signed equivalent

Performance

Students perform the
excerpt of the published
script, a devised scene, or
collage drama for the
focus of the unit.

Performance
Performance (live or recorded): up to 4 minutes
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