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Senior Education Profile 
Students in Queensland are issued with a Senior Education Profile (SEP) upon completion of 

senior studies. This profile may include a: 

• statement of results 

• Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) 

• Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement (QCIA). 
 

Statement of Results 
Students are issued with a statement of results in the December following the completion of 

QCAA-developed and QCAA-approved courses of study. The statement of results is a 

cumulative record of achievement for all units undertaken in which a result was obtained and 

contributed to a QCE. Students' results are also recorded in their learning accounts, which are 

available to students via the Student application. 

 

A new statement of results is issued to students after they complete each QCAA-developed 
course of study. A full record of study is issued, along with the QCE, to eligible students in the 

first December or July after the student meets the requirements for a QCE. 

 

Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) 
Students may be eligible for a Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) at the end of their 

senior schooling. Students who do not meet the QCE requirements can continue to work towards 

the certificate post-secondary schooling. The QCAA awards a QCE in the following July or 

December, once a student becomes eligible. Learning accounts are closed after nine years; 

however, a student may apply to the QCAA to have the account reopened and all credit 

continued. 
 

Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement (QCIA) 
The Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement (QCIA) reports the learning achievements 

of eligible students who complete an individual learning program. At the end of the senior phase 

of learning, eligible students achieve a QCIA. These students have the option of continuing to 

work towards a QCE post-secondary schooling. 
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Senior Subjects 
The QCAA develops four types of senior subject syllabuses — General, Applied, Senior External 

Examinations and Short Courses. Results in General and Applied subjects contribute to the 

award of a QCE and may contribute to an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) 

calculation, although no more than one result in an Applied subject can be used in the 

calculation of a student’s ATAR. Extension subjects are extensions of the related General 

subjects and are studied either concurrently with, or after, Units 3 and 4 of the General course. 

 

General Syllabuses 
General subjects are suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond senior secondary 

schooling that lead primarily to tertiary studies. General subjects include Extension subjects. 
 

Applied Syllabuses 
Applied subjects are suited to students who are primarily interested in pathways beyond senior 

secondary schooling that lead to vocational education and training or work. 
 

Senior External Examination 
The Senior External Examination consists of individual subject examinations provided across 

Queensland in October and November each year by the QCAA. 
 

Short Courses 
Short Courses are developed to meet a specific curriculum need and are suited to students who 

are interested in pathways beyond senior secondary schooling that lead to vocational education 

and training and establish a basis for further education and employment. They are informed by, 

and articulate closely with, the requirements of the Australian Core Skills Framework (ACSF). A 

grade of C in Short Courses aligns with the requirements for ACSF Level 3. 
 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) 
VET provides pathways for all students, particularly those seeking employment-specific skills. The benefits VET 

offers to students, include: 

- development of work-related skills that enhance employability 

- access to learning opportunities beyond the traditional curriculum, including work-based learning 

- competency-based assessment that meets industry standards 

- pathways to further training, education and tertiary learning. 

 

Miami State High School offers VET pathways for students through partnerships with external providers and 

through School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships. 
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Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) Eligibility 
The calculation of an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) will be based on a student’s: 

• best five General subject results or 

• best results in a combination of four General subject results plus an Applied subject result or a 

Certificate III or higher VET qualification. 

The Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC) has responsibility for ATAR calculations. 

 

English Requirement 
Eligibility for an ATAR will require satisfactory completion of a QCAA English subject. Satisfactory 

completion will require students to attain a result that is equivalent to a Sound Level of 

Achievement in one of five subjects — English, Essential English, Literature, English and 

Literature Extension or English as an Additional Language. While students must meet this 

standard to be eligible to receive an ATAR, it is not mandatory for a student’s English result to be 

included in the calculation of their ATAR. 

 

General Syllabuses 
Structure 
General Syllabuses Course Overview 
General syllabuses are developmental four-unit courses of study. Units 1 and 2 provide 

foundational learning, allowing students to experience all syllabus objectives and begin engaging 

with the course subject matter. It is intended that Units 1 and 2 are studied as a pair.  

 

Assessment in Units 1 and 2 provides students with feedback on their progress in a course of 

study and contributes to the award of a QCE. Students should complete Units 1 and 2 before 

starting Units 3 and 4. Units 3 and 4 consolidate student learning. Assessment in Units 3 and 4 is 
summative and student results contribute to the award of a QCE and to ATAR calculations. 

 

Extension Syllabuses Course Overview 
Extension subjects are extensions of the related General subjects and include external 

assessment. Extension subjects are studied either concurrently with, or after, Units 3 and 4 of the 

General course of study. Extension syllabuses are courses of study that consist of two units 

(Units 3 and 4). Subject matter, learning experiences and assessment increase in complexity 

across the two units as students develop greater independence as learners. The results from 

Units 3 and 4 contribute to the award of a QCE and to ATAR calculations. 
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Assessment 
Units 1 and 2 Assessments 
Schools decide the sequence, scope and scale of assessments for Units 1 and 2. Teachers 

determine the assessment program, tasks and marking guides that are used to assess student 

performance for Units 1 and 2. Units 1 and 2 assessment outcomes provide feedback to students 

on their progress in the course of study. Schools should develop at least two but no more than 

four assessments for Units 1 and 2. At least one assessment must be completed for each unit. 

Schools report satisfactory completion of Units 1 and 2 to the QCAA, and may choose to report 

levels of achievement to students and parents using grades, descriptive statements or other 
indicators. 

 

Units 3 and 4 Assessments 
Students complete a total of four summative assessments — three internal and one external — 

that count towards the overall subject result in each General subject. Schools develop three 

internal assessments for each senior subject to reflect the requirements described in Units 3 and 

4 of each General syllabus. 

 

The three summative internal assessments need to be endorsed by the QCAA before they are 

used in schools. Students’ results in these assessments are externally confirmed by QCAA 

assessors. These confirmed results from internal assessment are combined with a single result 

from an external assessment, which is developed and marked by the QCAA. The external 

assessment result for a subject contributes to a determined percentage of a students' overall 

subject result. For most subjects this is 25%, for Mathematics and Science subjects it is 50%. 
 

External Assessment 
External assessment is summative and adds valuable evidence of achievement to a student’s 

profile. External assessment is: 

• common to all schools 

• administered under the same conditions at the same time and on the same day 

• developed and marked by the QCAA according to a commonly applied marking scheme. 

The external assessment contributes a determined percentage (see specific subject guides — 

assessment) to the student’s overall subject result and is not privileged over summative internal 

assessment. 
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Applied Syllabuses 
Structure 
Applied Syllabuses Course Overview 
Applied syllabuses are developmental four-unit courses of study. Units 1 and 2 of the course are 
designed to allow students to begin their engagement with the course content, i.e. the 

knowledge, understanding and skills of the subject. Course content, learning experiences and 

assessment increase in complexity across the four units as students develop greater 

independence as learners. Units 3 and 4 consolidate student learning, are studied as a pair and 

assessment is summative. Students should complete Units 1 and 2 before starting Units 3 and 4. 

Results from assessment in Applied subjects contribute to the award of a QCE and results from 

Units 3 and 4 may contribute as a single input to ATAR calculation. Results from Essential 

English and Essential Mathematics may contribute to the award of the literacy and numeracy 

requirement for the Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE). 
 

Assessment 
Applied syllabuses use four summative internal assessments from Units 3 and 4 to determine a 

student’s exit result. Schools should develop at least two but no more than four internal 

assessments for Units 1 and 2 and these assessments should provide students with opportunities 

to become familiar with the summative internal assessment techniques to be used for Units 3 

and 4. Applied syllabuses do not use external assessment. 

 

Essential English and Essential Mathematics — Common Internal Assessment 
Students complete a total of four summative internal assessments in Units 3 and 4 that count 

toward their overall subject result. Schools develop three of the summative internal assessments 

for each senior subject and the other summative assessment is a common internal assessment 

(CIA) developed by the QCAA. The CIA for Essential English and Essential Mathematics is 

based on the learning described in Unit 3 of the respective syllabus. The CIA is: 

• developed by the QCAA 

• common to all schools 

• delivered to schools by the QCAA 

• administered flexibly in Unit 3 

• administered under supervised conditions 

• marked by the school according to a common marking scheme developed by the QCAA. 

The CIA is not privileged over the other summative internal assessment. 
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Senior External Examinations 
Senior External Examinations Course Overview 
A Senior External Examination syllabus sets out the aims, objectives, learning experiences and 

assessment requirements for each of these subjects. Results are based solely on students’ 

demonstrated achievement in examinations. Work undertaken before an examination is not 

assessed. 

The Senior External Examination is for: 

• low candidature subjects not otherwise offered as a General subject in Queensland 

• students in their final year of senior schooling who are unable to access particular subjects at 

their school 
Senior External Examination results may contribute credit to the award of a QCE and contribute 

to ATAR calculations. 
 

Assessment 
The Senior External Examination consists of individual subject examinations that are held once 

each year in Term 4. Results are based solely on students’ demonstrated achievement in the 

examinations. Work undertaken before an examination is not assessed. Results are reported as 

a mark and grade of A–E. 

 
Short Courses 
Course Overview 
Short Courses are one-unit courses of study. A Short Course includes topics and subtopics. 

Results contribute to the award of a QCE. Results do not contribute to ATAR calculations. 

Short Courses may be available in: 

• Literacy 

• Numeracy 

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Languages 

• Career Education. 
 

Assessment 
A Short Course uses two summative school-developed assessments to determine a student’s exit 

result. Short Courses do not use external assessment. 
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Senior Syllabuses and VET Courses 
 

Mathematics 
HOD: Todd Campbell 

 
General 
• Aerospace Systems 
• General Mathematics 
• Mathematical Methods 
• Specialist Mathematics 
Applied 
• Essential Mathematics 

 
 

English 
HOD: Cath Crawley 
 
General 
• English 
• English & Literature Extension 
• Literature 
Applied 
• Essential English 

 
 

Humanities 
HOD: Michael Vine 
 
General 
• Ancient History 
• Geography 
• Legal Studies 
• Modern History 
Applied 
• Social and Community 

Studies 
• Tourism 

 
 

Design Technologies 
HOD: Lee Wilkinson 
 
General 
• Design 
• Food & Nutrition 
Applied 
• Building & Construction Skills 
• Engineering Skills 
• Fashion 
• Furnishing Skills 
• Hospitality Practices 
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Digital Innovation 
HOD: Michaela Hoy 
 
General 
• Accounting 
• Business 
• Digital Solutions 
Applied 
• Business Studies 
• Information & Communication    
Technology 
 
 
Health and Physical 
Education 
HOD: Wendy Pearce 
 
General 
• Health 
• Physical Education 

Applied 
• Early Childhood Studies 
• Sport & Recreation 
 
 
Global Studies 
HOD: Silvia Ulloa 
 
General 
• Japanese 

 
 

The Arts 
HOD: Scott Barnard 
 
General 
• Dance 
• Drama 
• Film, Television & 

New Media 
• Music 
• Visual Art 
Applied 
• Arts in Practice - 

Digital 
• Dance in Practice 
• Drama in Practice 
• Media Arts in Practice 
• Visual Arts in Practice 
• Music in Practice 

 

Science 
HOD: Jodie Bradley 
 
General 
• Biology 
• Chemistry 
• Marine Science 
• Physics 
Applied 
• Aquatic Practices 

 
 
Senior External 
Examination only 
 
• Arabic 
• Chinese — full form characters 
• Indonesian 
• Korean 
• Latin 
• Modern Greek 
• Polish 
• Punjabi 
• Russian 
• Vietnamese 

 
VET Courses 
 
• Diploma of Business 

VETiS Funded Courses 
• Certificate II in Tourism + 

Certificate III in Events 
• Certificate II in Outdoor Recreation 
• Certificate II in Fitness 
• Certificate III in Health Services 

Assistance 
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